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enon of varied reaction, and the shifting of attention
from one to another feature of a complex presented situ-
ation is varied reaction again. Thus, perception is en-
titled to be called reaction, and originality enters when-
ever a new perception is achieved, and a new idea
gained, as truly as when a new motor act is added to
our equipment. Ideas are not delivered to us ready-
made by our teachers, but are modes of response which
we have to develop for ourselves. Newton, the original
genius, comes unaided to see the revolution of the moon
as a falling toward the earth; he then points out to his
contemporaries the elements in the situation that have
led him to this way of perceiving; and his contem-
poraries, thus guided, begin to perceive the matter in
the same way. It is as when on shipboard one person
spies a distant sail and points it out to his fellow pas-
sengers, who, thus assisted, are able to see it for them-
selves. The factor of originality enters more largely
into the performance of the discoverer, but is present
to some degree in every one who is able, even with
assistance, to break away from established modes of
response and adopt new ones.

The ordinary man, followed through his day's routine,
reveals little originality. Surrounded for the most part
by familiar objects, he perceives them in the old ways or
neglects them, as he is wont. He meets the regular de-
mands made on him by the regular acts that he has
learned to make. Even if the objects that confront
him are somewhat novel, he assimilates them to familiar
types of object, and makes little response to their
novelty; and even if the conditions he has to meet are
somewhat new, he comes through, as best he may, with